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The nineteenth century is sometimes considered the golden age of the novel. It is also the time when the dry, moralistic
children’s tales of the 18th century, which form the seed of the category of “children’s literature,” gave way to an expanded
and more complex literary rendering of children. Young people have of course always existed in human communities, but
the Victorians pursued intensive debates over what it means to be a child in the modern world. This course will focus on
19th- and early-20th-century British fiction with child protagonists and the social and cultural forces that shaped
these depictions, such as the changing landscape of legislation governing child labor, orphanages, and education. Many of
the books we’ll read are considered “children’s books,” but some were designed for all ages or for adult audiences. We’ll
compare stories and novels about children to poems, paintings, popular songs, magic lantern shows, and advertisements
featuring child protagonists; and we will compare Victorian children’s roles to the lives of children today.
Course objectives:
To develop skill in close reading literary and historical texts.
To recognize the array of divergent literary trends and methodologies, and to locate the contribution of historical events
and social trends to the construction of literary texts.
To trace the changes in nineteenth-century conceptions of childhood, gender, class, work, faith, education, nationality,
duty, and history as these contribute to and are shaped by literary texts like novels and stories.
To construct a more nuanced understanding of this complicated and in some ways contradictory time.
LIBERAL STUDIES FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
The Liberal Studies for the 21st Century Program at Florida State University builds an educational foundation that will enable
FSU graduates to thrive both intellectually and materially and to support themselves, their families, and their communities
through a broad and critical engagement with the world in which they live and work. Liberal Studies thus offers a
transformative experience. This course has been approved as meeting the requirements for the E-Series and thus is
designed to help you become an interdisciplinary and flexible thinker; a lifelong learner; and a team builder. In addition,
this course has been approved for the Liberal Studies disciplinary requirement of cultural practice and thus is designed to
help you become a thoughtful patron of and participant in cultural practices.
E-SERIES AND CULTURAL PRACTICE COMPETENCIES
By the end of the course, students will demonstrate the ability to:
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· analyze and synthesize information from within and across disciplines to: examine existing questions and problems from
a variety of perspectives, formulate novel questions and ideas, and explain these questions and ideas in written and oral
formats.
· think creatively and flexibly by envisaging new approaches to real-world scenarios or questions.
· learn, think, and solve problems independently and in teams, as is required to engage in the life-long consideration of, and
the fostering of cooperative solutions to, complex problems.
· compare and interpret a variety of intellectual and/or artistic works within their cultural milieu(x).
· compare, interpret, and create or model cultural artifacts that function as widely varied reflections of human perspectives
and/or practices.
Books for this class, ordered through the FSU bookstore
Other editions are often fine; most of these books are available online if you Google the author, title, and “etext.”
However, you must show the text to me for approval – some of them are not reliable versions –
and always bring the text to class for discussion.
We will be discussing the following major books:
Frederick Marryat, Children of the New Forest
(1847)
Not required

Charles Dickens, David Copperfield
(1849)
Oxford UP, 2008
ISBN-10: 0199536295
ISBN-13: 978-0199536290
Required
Dickens, Hard Times (1854)
Ed. Kate Flint
Penguin Classic, 2003
ISBN13: 9780141439679
Not required
Thomas Hughes, Tom Brown’s School Days
(1857)
Oxford World's Classics (2008)
ISBN-10: 0199537305
ISBN-13: 978-0199537303
$10.72
Not required
Charles Kingsley, Water-Babies (1862)
Not required
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George Eliot, The Mill on the Floss (1862)
Ed. Gordon S. Haight
Oxford University Press
ISBN-13: 978-0-19-953676-4
Not required
Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in
W onderland and Through the Looking
Glass (1865)
Bantam Classics (1984)
ISBN-10: 0553213458
ISBN-13: 978-0553213454
$2.57
Required
Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island
(1881-82)
Penguin Classics (1999)
ISBN-10: 0140437681
ISBN-13: 978-0140437683
Required
E. Nesbit, The Railway Children (1905)
Puffin Classics(2011)
ISBN-10: 0141321601
ISBN-13: 978-0141321608
$4.99
Required
Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret
Garden (1910)
Signet; Rei Cen edition (2003)
ISBN-10: 0451528832
ISBN-13: 978-0451528834
$3.54
Required
J. M. Barrie, Peter Pan: Peter and W endy
and Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens
(1911, “The Story of Peter and Wendy”)
Penguin Classics (2004)
ISBN-10: 014243793X
ISBN-13: 978-0142437933
$8.54
Required
Required books:
Dickens, David Copperfield
Carroll, Alice in Wonderland
Stevenson, Treasure Island
Nesbit, Railway Children
Burnett, Secret Garden
Barrie, Peter Pan
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You are responsible for:
• reading the assigned texts before the stated class. Some of these novels are long. Take this into account when
planning your workload.
• bringing your book to class each day
• printing out and bringing to class any handouts listed as assignments. They will be available on Blackboard (Bb)
• checking Blackboard and your fsu.edu email for announcements about changes to the class assignments
Week#

Dates

All assignments must be completed by the dates below.

Week 1

T 25 Aug
R 27 Aug

Introduction and syllabus
[Start reading David Copperfield]

Week 2

T 1 Sep
R 3 Sep

Childhood, a history
Cultural and medical ideas about childhood through 1800
Theories of childhood and of the history of childhood: Locke, Rousseau, Ariès….

Week 3

T 8 Sep
R 10 Sep

Child labor (factory, coal mine, chimney sweeps):
The Factories Acts of 1833 and 1847
Dickens, David Copperfield and his “Autobiographical Fragment”

Week 4

T 15 Sep
R 17 Sep

Orphans, foundlings, and orphanages
Dickens and the Foundling Hospital

Week 5

T 22 Sep
R 24 Sep

Education debates and school reform
Dickens, Hard Times
Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge (SPCK) and tracts/reward
books

Week 6

T 29 Sep
R 1 Oct

DICKENS MATERIAL DUE THIS WEEK
Hughes, Tom Brown’s School Days
Kingsley, Water-Babies

Week 7

T 6 Oct
R 8 Oct

Eliot, The Mill on the Floss

Week 8

M 12 Oct
T 13 Oct
R 15 Oct

DICKENS PAPER DUE THIS WEEK
Religious Tract Society: Boy’s Own Paper (1879), Girl’s Own Paper (1880)
G. A. Henty’s stories
Baden-Powell and the Boy Scouts, 1908

Week 9

T 20 Oct
R 22 Oct

Team projects

Week 10

T 27 Oct
R 29 Oct

Fantasy or escape, duty or adventure?
Marryat, Children of the New Forest (1847)
Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (1865)

Week 11

T 3 Nov
R 5 Nov

Stevenson, Treasure Island (1881)

Week 12

T 10 Nov
R 12 Nov

Burnett, The Secret Garden (1910)
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Week 13

T 17 Nov
R 19 Nov

Nesbit, Railway Children (1905)

Week 14

T 24 Nov

Penny Dreadfuls
NO CLASS THURSDAY: THANKSGIVING

Week 15

T 1 Dec
R 3 Dec

Barrie, Peter Pan (1911)

FINAL
EXAM

W 12:30-2:30
9 Dec 2015

Same location as class
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This syllabus is subject to change. Check Blackboard and your email regularly for announcements.
Participation
Courtesy is necessary for us to build an effective and enjoyable learning community based on trust and respect for
each other’s opinions and abilities. This means we must make room for everyone to contribute – your participation grade
will suffer if you take over discussion. All should take part in, but none should dominate, our conversations. Your opinions
are welcome, but be ready with evidence from the text to support your argument. Try to tie your comments in to things
other students have said. I hope our discussions will combine challenging discussion with respect for each other as readers.
Strive for a collegial, respectful, and tolerant, but also rigorous, debate over our readings. Do ask questions if you need to.
If you have a question, it’s likely that others do, too.
Finally, I expect that you will not distract or show disrespect to other members of this community. During class,
do not use a cell phone, text, surf the web, work on other reading or homework, carry on a private conversation, argue via
ad hominem attacks, etc. or you will be asked to leave the classroom. Please turn off cell phones and pagers and refrain
from talk and other activities that may distract from our discussion. If you have a personal situation that requires you be
accessible by cell phone, please alert me before class and sit by the door to minimize distraction if you have to leave. If you
take notes on a laptop, please speak with me ahead of time. Students should not leave class unless in case of emergency, as
this is also distracting to others.
Bring the assigned reading to class every day, even if you’re using an etext. Close attention to the text is an
important skill in literary study, and it is impossible without the book in your hand.
I recommend that you take notes in class, not only to help you study for the final exam but also because running
the material through your brain in this way gives you a more lasting, active, and meaningful relation to the material. Taking
notes with a laptop can be counterproductive and distracting; notetakers using pens tend to be more selective and
remember more.
Please check with me before using a laptop or other electronic aid.
The recording, reuse, or circulation of course material is forbidden except by permission of the instructor.
Attendance in class is required. I will pass around a signup sheet daily. Late arrival counts as half an absence;
please alert me if you must leave class early. You are responsible for all material covered in class, including announcements
about changes in assignments. If you must miss a class, check the course website on Blackboard for changes, and ask a
friend about what you missed.
More than three unexcused absences during the semester may result in a lower grade in the course.
University Attendance Policy: Excused absences include documented illness, deaths in the family and other
documented crises, call to active military duty or jury duty, religious holy days, and official University activities. These
absences will be accommodated in a way that does not arbitrarily penalize students who have a valid excuse. Consideration
will also be given to students whose dependent children experience serious illness.
If you have a documented reason for an absence, bring me a copy (to keep) within a week of returning to class.
You may wish to work with the Dean of Student’s office in serious cases, as they can verify the situation and contact all
your professors for you.
Keep in mind that even an excused absence means you are not present in class to establish your participation
grade, and past years have shown a strong correlation between attendance record and final grade. We move quickly, and
each class session builds on previous ones. Students who have missed many classes are thus less able to contribute or
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follow along when they do attend class, and they are overwhelmingly more likely to fail the final and the course. If you miss
eight or more of our 30 class meetings, I strongly recommend that you drop the course.
Assignments:
Occasional quizzes, unannounced. These will ask you to match characters to quotations from the novel (who
said it, or who is described). Easy if you’ve done the reading, not so easy if you haven’t.
A total of ten brief weekly comparative responses to the readings. You may choose which readings you will
respond to; submit only 10 total. Please post your response on Blackboard by 9 am of the day we are covering that reading,
with a descriptive and provocative title. I will grade responses online and post comments. Comparative responses will not
be accepted after that day’s class.
Each comparative response will be 1-2 pp long, double-spaced. You should choose a short passage (less than one
page) from the course reading to read in detail (e.g. using direct quotations and paying attention to the author’s use of
details, language, etc.). You will compare this short passage with another short passage from a contemporary children’s
book (past twenty years) or news article about children (past year), to reach some conclusion about how the roles of
children in working, learning, and/or playing have or have not changed. Please include a scan or PDF of the original
passage you are using so that I can read it (it should of course also be listed in your Works Cited for the response).
One longer essay of 8 pages (see assignment guidelines and paperwriting rubric), incorporating individual
research into 1) Dickens’s periodicals (available on microfilm and Dickens Journals Online) and 2) at least one peer-reviewed
work of literary criticism or historical scholarship on the topic.
One team (group) project in which you will bring your knowledge of nineteenth-century childhood to bear upon
samples of articles from late-Victorian periodicals marketed to girls and to boys. You will be sorted into gender-specific
teams and comparing samples from The Boy’s Own Paper and vice versa. Groups will give brief class presentations on the
second class day of the week.
Submitting your written assignments. All essays are due on MONDAYS. For each essay, you will deposit an
electronic version in Safeassign via the Blackboard website AND hand in a hard copy to me in class. Before depositing
your file, please save it under Yourlastname.AuthorEssay. Thus, I will be able to download your first essay as
“Smith.AustenEssay.rtf” or the like. Papers must be in .doc, .docx, txt, or .rtf.
If you have technical problems with the Blackboard website and cannot submit your essay the usual way, email me
your essay before the deadline instead. That way we both have proof that your essay was completed on time, and we can
fix your access problem at our leisure.
The electronic submission is your date stamp; if that is late, your essay is late.
If your essay is not submitted through SafeAssign, it is not submitted.
I cannot grade your print copy until you have submitted your essay through SafeAssign.
Late work. If you anticipate difficulty in completing any essay as scheduled, you may have a one-week extension
as long as you request it ahead of time. I need an emailed request from you at least one week before the deadline. Include
your name, date, course number, and the fact that you request a one-week extension, with the new due date (I don’t need
to know why you want the extension). I will respond to your request Include this email with your paper. A late paper
without an extension will be penalized by one-half of a letter grade per day, including weekend days (B+ to B). Work more
than one week late will not be accepted. This means that, even with an extension, an assignment due on Monday cannot be
handed in any later than the following Monday.
Rewrites. You are encouraged to revise your essay, but the rewrite must be handed in within one week of the day
on which the original paper was returned in class. The new grade will replace the old grade. There is no guarantee that your
grade will go up; it may decline if the revision is halfhearted or incomplete. Revision means more than merely fixing the
errors and making a couple of sentence-level changes prompted by my comments; it means rethinking your argument and
how you make it. You will submit an electronic copy as usual on Monday, then hand in the original essay and my
comments with your revised version.
Final exam
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The final exam in this class will be a take-home exam. You will have 24 hours to complete and submit the exam,
due on TBA. This is the scheduled exam period for the course. The exam should take you about two hours to write, so you
can opt to complete it during the exact scheduled period if you wish. It will be cumulative and will consist of three
comparison/synthesis essay questions. The best way to study for this exam will be to attend class regularly, pay attention
and take part in discussion, take notes in class, and keep up with the reading. You will be required to discuss all authors in
the exam (e.g. use as an example in at least one essay answer).
Thinking
The work you do for this course – reading, writing, thinking – requires undivided focus. The language of the
books is often difficult and dense, and the books themselves are long and complex. Achieving fluency in this kind of
writing requires sustained attention of a kind that we do not habitually practice these days. In addition, you will be working
to integrate a great deal of new material on the historical period, nineteenth-century theories of fiction, current theories of
literature, and the like while you read and respond to the readings. And I expect your written responses to be nuanced and
thoughtful as well as clear and correct. As a result, when you are preparing for class or working on an assignment for this
course, put yourself in an environment that allows you to be single-minded and enter a state of “flow.” Eliminate
distractions, whether audio/visual (TV, radio, etc.) or otherwise (the anticipation that a friend may text you, or the
temptation to surf the web). I will post on Blackboard some links to information on focus and the myth of multitasking.
Email etiquette
I am happy to meet with you during my scheduled office/student hours or by appointment (see top of syllabus), but I
am also available by email at meegan.kennedy@fsu.edu. If I do not respond within 24 hours (by Monday morning if you
emailed after Friday at 5 pm), you should email again in case there has been some malfunction with the system. In order to
ensure smooth communications:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Send from your official FSU address if possible. My filter may screen out email from “unreliable” or unknown
servers, and I may not want to open an email from partywild@gmail.com or bootyliciousgal@yahoo.com.
Put the course information and brief keywords in the subject line: ENL 4122 paper question.
Use standard text, size, color, etc. in your message.
Use conventional grammar, spelling, and syntax (no textspeak or stream-of-consciousness).
Don’t send an attachment unless requested. If you’re sending me your thesis statement or intro paragraph as part
of an assignment, include these as text within your email.
If you’re emailing for advice about an assignment, first review for me what you’ve done so far to complete the
assignment or solve the problem you’re having in completing it.
If you do send an attachment, make sure it is in a widely readable format and that the filename is useful and
descriptive: Smith-Essay2-4122.doc rather than Essay.wpd.
Sign the email with your full name.

For more information, see http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/694/01/
Academic honesty
You will want to credit the sources you have used (including Internet sources) in your written work, even in your
shorter, less formal weekly responses. If you have questions about what needs to be referenced or how to do so, please feel
free to ask me for help or to turn to the Writing Center. You might want to review the helpful, extensive explanation of
writing with sources and academic honesty that is available online at http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~expos/sources/ or at
the Purdue Online Writing Center’s excellent website on research and documenting sources, at
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/index.html.
Anything you hand in should be the product of your own work, unassisted (except in collaborative assignments),
and completed specifically for this course. Plagiarism, even unintentional, is a violation of the Academic Honor Code and
is grounds for an F in the course. The Student Handbook states, “Regarding academic assignments, violations of the
Academic Honor Code shall include representing another’s work or any part thereof, be it published or unpublished, as
one’s own. It shall also include presenting or submitting any academic work in a manner that impairs the instructor’s
ability to assess the student’s academic performance. For example, plagiarism includes failure to use quotation marks or
other conventional markings around material quoted from any source.”
By handing in an assignment to me, you vouch for its authorship and accuracy, and you give permission
for me to use FSU’s search tools, including Turnitin.com, in cases of suspected academic dishonesty.
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Finally, remember that you can only learn from the work you actually do. You are paying for the learning
experience of working your way through an assignment and getting my response to your efforts. If you “borrow” someone
else’s words or assignments, you cheat yourself out of your own expensive education, and you demean and diminish your
own and your friends’ degrees.
Academic Honor Policy:
The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the University's expectations for the integrity of students'
academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of
students and faculty members throughout the process. Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy
and for living up to their pledge to "...be honest and truthful and...[to] strive for personal and institutional integrity at
Florida State University." (Florida State University Academic Honor Policy, found
at http://fda.fsu.edu/Academics/Academic-Honor-Policy)
Americans with Disabilities Act:
Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should: (1) register with and provide documentation to the
Student Disability Resource Center; and (2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what
type. This should be done during the first week of class. This syllabus and other class materials are available in alternative
format upon request. For more information about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the: Student
Disability Resource Center 874 Traditions Way 108 Student Services Building Florida State University Tallahassee, FL
32306-4167 (850) 644-9566 (voice) (850) 644-8504 (TDD) sdrc@admin.fsu.edu http://www.disabilitycenter.fsu.edu
Resources for success in this course:
Gerald Graff, Cathy Birkenstein
They Say, I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing, 2d edition
W. W. Norton, 2010
ISBN13: 9780393933611
Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) website on writing, citations, avoiding plagiarism, etc.
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
The “How to Study” guide that William Rapaport at SUNY Buffalo put together for his students
http://www.cse.buffalo.edu/~rapaport/howtostudy.html
Cal Newport’s blog, Study Hacks, especially on taking notes, though check out the rest, too
http://calnewport.com/blog/category/tips-notetaking/
Free Tutoring from FSU: On-campus tutoring and writing assistance is available for many courses at Florida State
University. For more information, visit the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) Tutoring Services' comprehensive list
of on-campus tutoring options at http://ace.fsu.edu/tutoring or contact tutor@fsu.edu. High-quality tutoring is available
by appointment and on a walk-in basis. These services are offered by tutors trained to encourage the highest level of
individual academic success while upholding personal academic integrity.
Grades:
I will post major grades on the Blackboard gradebook at the end of the semester. If you have a question about a
grade, please email me about it within 48 hours of my having returned the assignment. I do not regrade essays, but you are
welcome to rewrite any essay within one week. If you miss class when I am returning papers, contact me about picking
yours up at my office, or ask me for it at the next class. I will announce in class when all assignments have been returned. If
your paper is not among the ones I’m returning, please ask me about it immediately after class or email me that day. If you
have a concern about a grade, you are welcome to see me in office hours to discuss it; you must wait 24 hours but no more
than 7 days before protesting a grade. Due to privacy regulations, I do not discuss individual students’ grades over email or
in public spaces like the classroom.
I expect that as a college student, you are able to keep track of your attendance, quiz, and 3T&T record. You may
also email me to make an appointment to go over your record thus far.
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Save all your assignments until your final grade is in. In the event of a grading error, your graded assignment
is evidence of the work and the grade it received. If you fail to submit an essay through Blackboard and you don’t have the
graded assignment, you have no evidence that the assignment was done on time and graded.
*** Computers will crash. Back up your work both locally and in the cloud; this protects your access to your work despite
local disasters (fire, floods, tornados, burglary) or internet flow problems. Your computer probably came with an automatic
backup program like Backup and Restore (for Windows) or Time Machine (for Mac). Local backups can be to another
computer, a thumb drive (these are not always stable), or an external hard drive. Cloud backups can include emailing the
file to yourself (if you store your email on the server) or using a service like Carbonite, Mozy, Backblaze, Box.net, or
Mobile Me. Many cloud storage sites permit automatic synchronization of your documents with the cloud. See, for
example, Dropbox, SugarSync, or Syncplicity. (You can Google these names to find comparative reviews of the programs).
*** Computer problems are not a valid excuse for late or missing work. Back up your document every time you work on it,
and keep more than one version backed up in more than one location. This may be the most valuable habit you acquire in
college.
I am here to help you with difficult material, to give you clear guidance on assignments, and to make the
assigned topic interesting and meaningful.
But as with any course, you get out what you put in.
You determine your own grade by your work in class and on the assignments.
Quizzes
3T&Ts (10)
Participation/attendance
Dickens essay (8-10 pp)
Group project
Final exam

GRADING SCALE
A 93 – 100
A- 90 – 92
B+ 87 – 89
B 83 – 86
B- 80 – 82
C+ 77 – 79

10%
20%
20%
20%
10%
20%

C 73 – 76
C- 70 – 72
D+ 67 – 69
D 63 – 66
D- 60 – 62
F 0 – 59

To demonstrate college-level writing competency as required by the State of Florida, the student must earn a "C" (2.0) or
higher in the course, and earn at least a “C” average on the required writing assignments. If the student does not earn a “C”
average or better on the required writing assignments, the student will not earn an overall grade of “C” or better in the
course, no matter how well the student performs in the remaining portion of the course.
Syllabus Change Policy:
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) statement,
this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.
Please check your email and the Blackboard website for up-to-date information on the course schedule and policies.
By enrolling in this course, you accept the policies laid out in this syllabus.
Grading rubrics on following pages.

